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Both sides are essential in the 'national vision5 of France.
From their interpenetration derive the French distrust of
racialism, Caesarism, Fascism: the French devotion to the
values of human freedom, dignity, reason: the French concep-
tion of nationalism, imperialism, internationalism, and of
civilization itself. The working of democracy in France can best
be illuminated by a more close-up view of the impact between
these operative ideas and ideals and actual conditions during
the Third Republic. The four crucial issues were the problem
of the Church, the problem of national security, the problem
of overseas expansion and the problem of industrialism. The
fourth of these will be reserved for special consideration (Chap-
ter V). The other three will be considered forthwith. But first
it is important to indicate the quite new circumstances which
confronted the Third Republic from the day of its birth. All
four issues were prominent in French politics because of condi-
tions which were not peculiar to France. They were issues
raised by a revolution in the whole balance of power, wealth
and population in Europe, a revolution which was in its critical
and decisive stage in 1870, when the Republic began to raise
its head.
The New Europe of 1870
The dramatic events of 1870-1 heralded a new Papal policy:
a united Germany and a united Italy: a new era of overseas
expansion: and a new era of industrialization in Europe. They
meant that France was confronted with four sets of conditions
which she had never had to face before. They raised problems
peculiar to the Third Republic, and little known to previous
regimes. In emphasizing the historical continuity of political,
national and social forces in France, it is also necessary to
emphasize the sudden jerk which such forces were given by
these events. Democracy in France may not, in future, be con-
fronted with similar conditions. All may well be, both in origin
and duration, in prominence and intensity, peculiar to democ-
racy as it worked under the Third Republic. Yet they are vital
to understanding of how that democracy worked and evolved.
They demanded nothing less than a fundamental re-thinking

